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HOW TO SPOT IF THE GAS AND ELECTRICS MAY BE UNSAFE

When you’re renting, it’s wise to take a look at more than the quality of the decor. Spotting when the
electrics and gas may not be safe is not easy for the untrained eye. But lack of maintenance, botched DIY
jobs, or cowboy tradesmen may mean your dream home could cost you more than rent.

Landlords are required by law to ensure the safety of gas and electrical installations and appliances in
rented properties but tenants need to be safety-aware too.
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With the aid of gas-elec and their engineers, we have compiled a list of some of the electrical and gas
“horrors” to watch out for when renting. These are warning signals that all may not be well. Some are
obvious, others less so.

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR

ELECTRICITY

Power sockets

¢ Cracked sockets

¢ Signs of burning or a dark brownish colour on the sockets

¢ Loose sockets coming away from wall or missing screws

¢ Sockets mounted on a skirting board are a sure sign the wiring is more than 20 years old

¢ 3 or 4 way adaptors being used in a socket may be heavily overloading the circuit and means there aren’t enough socket outlets in the house

e Are there enough power points in the house for your needs?

¢ Ground floor sockets without RCD protection. This is a necessary safety measure if a person wishes to plug something in which is going to be used
outside in the garden. Many properties are missing them

Wiring

* Any loose or exposed cables

¢ Loose trunking

¢ Distressed or damaged trunking

e Cables hanging over heat sources such as ovens

e Light fittings with screws missing, therefore held only by the cables feeding them

Bathrooms
¢ Light switches are not acceptable in close proximity to baths and showers. They should have pull cords.
(Light switches in a bathroom must be suitable for the purpose and can only be located in appropriate areas)
¢ Ceiling rose pendant lights are not advisable. Bathrooms should have sealed lights
e Standard 13 amp power sockets are not allowed anywhere in a bathroom. The only acceptable bathroom socket is one specifically for shavers
e There is very often a lack of earthing in bathrooms; this should be checked by a professional







